
 

Talking Points 

 
Consumption and the seeds of war     
 

John Woolman (Quaker faith & practice 23.16) asks us to ‘try whether the seeds of 
war have nourishment in these our possessions’. 
Our lifestyles have an impact on conflict and peace around the world. Climate 
change is affecting the availability of resources such as food and water for many 
people, which may lead to conflict as people compete over them. We also need 
many other resources to maintain the life styles that we are used to – the extraction 
of these contributes to conflict in many places.  
This activity is designed to help the group think about these links through looking at 
coltan in mobile phones. 
Ask someone to read out the following two paragraphs: 

Around 70% of the UK population have mobile phones. Coltan 
(columbitetantalite), a metallic ore used to make mobiles, occurs naturally in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and phone manufacturers will pay 
highly for it. As a result, groups fight viciously over coltan-rich areas. Fighters 
force local people to mine coltan, women are raped and families are driven 
from their homes. Unable to work or trade because of fighting, parents can’t 
afford to send their children to school, and hospitals become inaccessible 
and run-down. ‘The rural factions are primarily fighting for control of the 
region's riches. Whoever wins the war can exploit the most,’ says Héritiers 
de la Justice, an organisation calling for regulation of coltan mining in DRC. 
 
Mobile phones bring vital communication to countries where access to 
telephone landlines is limited. In Colombia, innocent civilians are often 
caught in the middle of the on-going internal conflict. Many suffer abuse, 
torture and sometimes massacre. Human rights workers and social 
organisations are particularly at risk. Mobile phones help volunteers 
protecting these organisations to be kept informed of latest developments 
and receive warnings of possible attacks. 

 
Discuss 
 

• Does one story outweigh the other? Knowing how coltan fuels conflict in the 
DRC, is it wrong for us to buy mobiles?  

• Brainstorm ways we can stop illegal coltan mining and human rights abuses in 
the DRC – eg, writing letters, raising awareness, etc.  

• Can you do any of these things? 
 
Taken from a Christian Aid activity  which can be found at:  
http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/Images/mobile_phones_tcm16-23096.pdf]  
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